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INTRODUCTION

A student carer is a student, of any age, who gives physical or emotional support, on a
regular basis, to someone who could not manage without such support. This could be for
a relative, partner or friend who has a long-term physical or mental illness, disability or is
too frail to look after themselves.
Support can include, but we don’t limit it to, personal care, practical support, help with
household tasks and emotional support. You do not have to receive carer’s allowance
from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) for us to treat you as a carer.
If the person you care for is also financially dependent on you, you may be eligible to
apply to us for the Dependants’ Grant that you do not have to pay back. We pay this
grant on top of the normal-support package of fees, loan and bursary.
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THE DEPENDANTS’ GRANT

This is an income-assessed grant that we may pay if you have a husband, wife, partner,
civil partner or another adult who you act as carer for.
The maximum grant we can pay is £2,640 a year. To work out the amount of grant we
can pay, we need an estimate of the gross income of the person you care for, for the
period 1 August 2018 to 31 July 2019. We do not take into account any earned income
you have while you study.
We pay the Dependants’ Grant provisionally. This means, we will assess your entitlement
to the Dependants’ Grant again when we receive confirmation, after 31 July 2019, of the
actual income your dependant received. If this assessment shows your entitlement to the
Dependants’ Grant is less than what we previously provisionally paid you, we will ask you
to pay back the amount you received that is more than the amount you are now due.
You cannot claim this grant for children or another student who is in full-time further or
higher education who receives support while they study from UK or other EU public funds.
However, you could be entitled to the Lone Parents’ Grant if you are bringing up a child on
your own or if you are single and caring for a sibling.

Evidence we need to assess your entitlement to the Dependants’ Grant
You must give us one of the following:



A copy of your registration as a carer with a Local Authority, GP surgery or local
carers group; or
If the person you care for receives Disability Living Allowance, Personal
Independence Payment or Attendance Allowance, a copy of their benefit
entitlement letter from the DWP.
LONE PARENTS’ GRANT
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This is an income-assessed grant that we pay to students who are single, who are
bringing up a child on their own or who are legally responsible for younger siblings*.
The maximum grant we can pay is £1,305 a year. To work out the amount of grant we
can pay, we need an estimate of the gross income you expect to receive, for the period 1
August 2018 to 31 July 2019. We do not take into account any earned income you have
while you study. However, we do take into account any income you have from property,
pensions and social security benefits. You can find a full list of the income we take into
account here.
* You cannot claim this grant if your child or sibling is:


in further or higher education and they receive a bursary while they study; or



employed; or



studying more than 12 hours a week on a non-advanced course of education

Evidence we need to assess your entitlement to the Lone Parents’ Grant
A copy of your child’s, sibling’s full birth certificate and one of the following:





A copy of your registration as a carer with a Local Authority, GP surgery or local
carers group; or
Your council tax notice that shows you receive a discount because you are the
only adult in the household; or
If you receive tax credits, a clear photocopy of your tax credit award for 2018-2019;
or
A copy of a letter from the DWP which shows you claim benefits as a single
person.
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LONE PARENTS’ CHILDCARE GRANT

Students who are eligible for the Lone Parents’ Grant may also be eligible for the Lone
Parents’ Childcare Grant (LPCG). The LPCG is a grant available to students bringing up a
child or sibling on their own to help towards the cost of registered or formal childcare
costs.
The maximum grant is £1,215 each year. How much you receive will depend on your
childcare costs. Students do not apply to us for the LPCG; they must contact their college
or university who pay this from their Childcare Fund.
Please note that this fund is limited so not all eligible students with childcare costs will
receive help. You can find more information, including the eligibility criteria for the LPCG
here.
HOW TO APPLY FOR THE DEPENDANTS’ AND LONE PARENTS’ GRANT
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We refer to these grants as ‘living-costs grants’. You can apply online at
www.saas.gov.uk in the same way you apply for support with your fees and other living
costs. There is help text that explains how to fill in the application form.
When applying for the Lone Parents’ Grant you will need to send us the relevant
evidence that shows you have a legal responsibility for your child or sibling. You should
do this immediately after you fill in the application form using our document upload
facility on our website.
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HELP

Make sure you claim for everything that you are eligible for. We can only pay you for the
support you ask for. The type of support available is tuition fees, student loan, bursary
and living-costs grants. You can visit our website at www.saas.gov.uk to get more
information about the support available to eligible students.
If you need help to fill in your application form, please contact our dedicated online
application helpline on 0300 555 0505.

