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1. hdSNIA S S

The Student Awards Agen8gotland (SAA®)ovides financial suppodnd adviceo eligible
studentsin full-time andpart-time Higher Education In particularSAAS administers the
student support arragements for Scottish domicilddigher Educatiostudents studying
throughout the United Kingdom (UK), atadlsomeout-with the UK, as @il asEuropean
Union EU students studying in Scotland.

This report provides the main statistical findings on students who received financial support
from SAAS in the academic session@07 (and 205-16 for certain students) Statistics
such as thesare usedacrossSAASor funding, policy and evaluation purposes

Financial support covers naepayable bursaries and grants paid to students, the payment
of tuition fees or provision d fee loansand living cost loans

11 ¢KS NRBRtS 2F {!1!{

SAAS ian Executive Agency of the Scottish Government under the terms of the Scotland
Act 1998. The Agency operates independently and impartially while remaining directly
accountable to Scottish Ministerd’he main work of thé\gencyis toassess and pay student
financial support in line with the Scottish Government policy of fair acceldgtrer
Educatiorbased upon ability téearnrather than ability to pay.

The{ 02 (1 G A & K DNatidri@aNgrivrighceFiamework underpins delivery of the

Scottish Governmets outcomesbased approach to performante¢ KS D2 GSNY YSy (i Qa
stated Purpose it focus government and public services on creating a more successful

country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through increasing sustainable

economic growt.

This purpose is in turn underpinned by five Strategic Objectives. SAAS contribiltes to
Smarter Scotland objective with the aimeXpanding opportunitie$or people in Scotlantd
succeed from nurture through to lifelong learning ensuring highemamigk widely shared
achievements

' The actual payment of loans is administered by 8tadent Loans Compar8LC). Applications for loans are

assessed by SAAS which determines the amount the student is entitled to and subsequentlyautiadiised

for payment. The most recent estimates ake-uparelLJdzo f A a KSR o6& GKS {[/ Ay (KS W{
Education in Scotland: Financial year @a7Q LJdzo f hitpd/miiwAs.¢o.uklofficialstatistics/student
loansdebt-and-repayment/scotland.aspx published June 2017

2 http://www.gov.scot/About/Performance


http://www.slc.co.uk/official-statistics/student-loans-debt-and-repayment/scotland.aspx
http://www.slc.co.uk/official-statistics/student-loans-debt-and-repayment/scotland.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/About/Performance

1. Overview

Scotland Perfornfaneasures and reports on progress of government in Scotiawerds
this Purpose, tracked through 16 National Outcona@sl % National Indicators SAAS
contributes directly to the following outcomes:

1 Weare better educated, more skilled and more successful, renowned for our
research and innovation.

1 Our young people are successful learners, confident individuals, effective
contributors and responsible citizens.

1 We have tackled the significant inequalitiesScottish society.

1 Our public services are high quality, continually improving, efficient and responsive
to local people's needs

The Programme for Governmért Sia 2dzi G(KS {O02GGA&4K D2OSNYyYS
equal Scotland. Central to that vision is the ambition that a child born today in one of the

most deprived communities should, by the titieey leaveschool, have the same chance of

going to urnversity as a child born in one of our least deprived communities.

This report helps inform these through evidencing how applications for student sufguort
Higher Educatiom Scotland arelealt withand the resultant financial support provided to
students.

1.2 { ONHzOUO dzNB 2 F NB LR NI

To help set the policy context bfigher Educatiostudent funding in Scotlandome of the
key policy issues are set aantchapter2 (Student funding policy in ScotlandAdditional
information is provided in the annexe&nnex 1(Changego student funding policysets out
more recent changes to funding polify full-time students whilstAnnex 2(Glossaryof
terms) provides a summary of terminology used throughout the report

Thereport then looks atthe different types of students provided support throughch of
the main funding schemes separatehiulttime students(chapter3); Parttime students
(chapter4); Nursingand Midwiferystudents(chapter5); and, Discretionaryand
Discretiorary Childcard~unds (chapter6).

Annex 3(Methodological notesprovides information on the data sources used in compiling
the statistics, aroveniew of the quality aspects of the datas well as @mparability with

other sources.Additional information is also provided @aporting conventios used
throughoutthe report (Annex 3.

® http://www.gov.scot/About/Performance/scotPerforms

4 https://beta.gov.scot/publications/planscotlandscottishgovernmentsprogrammescotland2016-17/


http://www.gov.scot/About/Performance/scotPerforms
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/plan-scotland-scottish-governments-programme-scotland-2016-17/
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Time series data tables are provided foll-time students supported througthe main
Undergaduate and Postgraduate schesin Annex 4 Analysis is generally presented for
each academic session over the 10 year pebeveen 200708 and 205-17.

1.3 / KFy3aSa FTNRBY LINBGA2dza NB L2 NI

No substantial amendments have beemade to the structure of this report, compared to
the last release Higher Educatiostudent Support in Scotland 2516°.

Additional analysitias been provided on students receivingMonly awards for the first
time.

SA/welcomesany comments on potential improvements for future reledses

1.4 YSe FAYRAY3IA

Figurel.1 shows a high level overview of the range of schemes within which stsidea
provided supporin academic session 264.7. References to numbers of students within
this report will always mean students supported SAAS (unless otherwise stated)

The vast majority of students are ftilne students, typically fundethrough the

Undergraduate scheméd 43,110students who received aroundB84.8 million of support at

an average of £830 per student). This covers students studying-finie at undergraduate

level as well as others studying at postgraduate levels.udiestts are studying a

Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE)ma] the funding arrangements will

be the same as for a fuiime undergraduate. SAAS also supports certain taught

postgraduate courses, mostly at diploma legélinded throughil KS t 2 8 0 INJ Rdzl 4 S {
Allowances Scheme (PSAS). For further analysis, please see G{&pletime studentg

and Annex 4(DataTables; Fultime students.

® http://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/statistics_1516.pdf
® please provide any comments on statistical issuestsstats@gov.scot

"W{GdzRSy (ia &dzZLILl2NISRQ | NB (k248 NBOSAGAY3 | 61 NR& | YRk
been authorised for living cost loans (which are paid by the Student Loans Company).


http://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/statistics_1516.pdf
mailto:saasstats@gov.scot

1. Overview

Figurel.l: Overview ofSAAS schemes of support

2016-17

Direct support to students from SAAS
excluding Discretionary and Childcare Funds

170,090 supported students
£911.9 million funding
@ £5,360 avg per student

1 Discretionary and Discretionary Childcare Fund schemes: 2 Nursing and Midwifery Bursary Scheme - provisional data
assessment of applications and issuing of amounts as 2016-17

administered by institutions, 2015-16 results @ indicates the average amount of support per student or instances of support

Parttime students studying on eligible courses are funded through the-itaet Fee Grant
(PTFG) scheme. This scheme provides help towards the cost of tuition fees6-1v201
there were18,065 students who receiveth the order of£14.4 million of support at an
average of 800 per student. For further analysis, please see chap{@arttime students.

SAAS administethe Nursing and Midwifery Student Bursary (NMSB) scheme on behalf of
the Scottish Government Health and Social Care Directorate. This includes students who are
onadegree course in nursing or midwifery. In BAIZ® there have so far beer8 915

® Provisbnal results, please refer fbable5.1 (Nursing and Midwifergupport by yeay for final 201516
results.
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studentswho receivedn the order of£62.7million of support at an average o7f030 per
student. For further analysis, please see chaf€Nursingand Midwiferystudents.

The Discretionary Fund provides financial supporstudents if they have difficulty
enteringHigher Educatioffor financial reasons or have financial difficulties while they
study. Similarly, theDiscretionaryChildcare Fund provides help for studeatauniversity
with children on registered or formahildcare. Theskindsare administered (assessing
applications and paying students) by the universities and colleg8sotland, though SAAS
determines the initial allocations of funds to the institutions and collates returns from each
institution, which evidenceshow the funds have been us¥d The scheme includes a
redistribution of funds unspent in the next session, as such this report only covers up to
2015-16. In 2015-16 there were 14,760 instances of assistanteor around £16.7 million of
supportat an average of 130 per student. Please see chaptes (Discretionaryand
Discretiorary Childcard~und).

SAAS also works in partnership with Skills Development Scotland (SDS) to assess applications
for support under the Individual Learning Accounts (ILA) sche3ixS publish stistics on

the ILA schenté. The SAAS Annual Report and Account$ZMi7*% also provides some

statistics, notingthat SAAS received and proced$8,285 applications and®,780income
reassessments on behalf of this scheim@016-17 as at May 2017a decrease from3l845

and 11,270respectively in 203-16).

°The Discretionary Fund is not open to Nursing and Midwifery students

% Discretionary Childcare Funds for college students are allocated by the Scottish Funding Council (SFC).
" Individual students may be assisted more thaten

2 http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publicatiorstatistics/statistics/individualearningaccount/

13 Report laid withParliament August 201 hftp://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/saas_annual_report_1617.pdf


http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/statistics/individual-learning-account/
http://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/saas_annual_report_1617.pdf

2. Student funding policy in Scotland

2. {0dzRSY (0 FdzyRAYy 3 L2t AOé8

Post schooldarners in Scotland have the option of undertaking deaniange of learning
including krther or Higher EducationThe course choseand the level of studyvill
determine the type and level of funding availablEhe policy on what support is available is
determined by the Scottish Governméht

SAAS provides support to students studying in Higher Educasarpposd to Further
Educationwhere separate arrangement exiat Further details orwhat Higher Education
covers is describen section2.1, whilst additional informatia is provided in the
subsequent sections on how funding is determined (including the criteria students must
meet to get certain awards) and the funding they may get.

Further information is provided iAnnex 1(Changeso student funding policyon more
recent changes to student funding in Scotland.

21 2 KAOK ad40dzRSyia NBOSAOS &dzLILI2 NI

SAAS provide support to students studyitigher EducatiorfHE)courses, which are at
Higher National CertificattHNC)evel or above These can be taken either at college or at
university and includan honours degree or ordinary degreeHiNGC or Higher National
Diploma (HND).

Most full-time students will be funded through thendergraduatescheme.

If studentsare studying @rofessional Graduate Diploma in Educati¢fGDE) fulime, the
funding arrangements will be the sams #or a fultime undergraduate.

A different package dfupport is provided to those studyingPastgraduateDiploma
throughthet 2 2 G AN Rdzr §S { GHRERSAS) ! 26 YOS

Analysis on the above schemeagrovided in chapteB (Fullime studentd as well as
detailed time series analysis Annex 4

Tuition feesupportis provided for certain partime students through théart-time Fee
Grant Analysis for this scheme is provided in chagter

 http:/www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/UniversitiesColleges/16640/learnerfunding

'* Further Education are courses which are not taught in school and are below Higher National Certificate
(HNC) level. Higher Education are courses of study which are at Nigti@nal Certificate level or above.


http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/UniversitiesColleges/16640/learnerfunding
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Preregistrationnursing and midwifery studentrefundedo @ (G KS { 020G A aK
Healthand Social Carmirectoratethrough theNursing and MidwiferyStudent Bursary
(NMSB) schemeSAAS deals with their applicatisrand administers their payments
Analysis for student supported through this scheme is provided in ch&pter

Additional supports available to students experiencing financial difficulties through the
Higher Educatiobiscretionary andiscretionaryChildcare FundsDiscretionary Fundare
administered directlyy the universities and collegeshilst Discretionary Childcare Funds
distributed by SAA&re only administered by the universitiesith separate arrangements
existing for colleges. SAASletermines the initial aications of funds to theniversities
andcolleges andollates returns from each institution which evidences how the funds have
been used An overview of how the institutions have distributed the funds from this
scheme are provided in chaptér

22 126 FdzyRAYy3d Aad RSUSNNXAYSR

The financial support available to individuals will dependigrumber of factors including
1 meeting residence conditions;

1 what course they wanto study;

1 their income and family circumstances ;
1 how old they are ;

1 where they want to study; and

1

whether they want to study fultime or parttime.

- N

23 ¢eL)Sa 2F FdzyRAy3a | @GF At ot S

Since 2002, support for new entrants hagpicallyconsisted of up tahree elements:

1 nonrepayable bursaries and grants which are targeted to certain groups of students
(e.g young students from low income households, students with diges)i
students with dependents);

1 tuition fees paid by SAAS on behalf of all eligiblelstis (direct to theuniversity or
collegeof study)as well aguition fee loans to help student® pay feedo study in
England Wales and Northern Irelgnd

1 living cost support through a lograid by the Student Loans Corapy.

BursariesandgrantsasOd t a4 FSS& FNB LI AR RANBOGT &
Departmental Expenditure Limit (or DBiudget Funding for loans is provided by HM

7

D2 Q!

FNR



2. Student funding policy in Scotland

Treasury from what is known as the Annually Managed Expenditure (AME)

budget. However, for every £1 of loara by HM Treasury from its AME budget, it costs
the Scottish Government 27p from its DEL budget to cover the cost of subsidising interest
on the loans and the cost of lognshich may eventually be written off.

7

24 hiKSNJ Fdzy RAYy3 &dzLILIR2 NI | gFAflofS G2

In considering thenformation presented in thigeport it mayalso be useful to be aware of
some othersources of finance which fund different types of student support

Most universities have their own bursaries and scholarships. Access to thesepeand da
the students own academic and financial circumstances.

SAAS do not provide financial support $ome courses because of their type or level (for
example National Certificate course§udents studying in Further Educatiean ask for
support forthese courses frorthe college itself, ithey are studying at a college in Scotland,
or the education department of theiocal council, ithey are studyingoutside Scotland

¢CKS 5SLINIYSY(d F2N 22N] Iy BntiterGeyftsitd Bagfls. 052t 0 |
Fultime Higher Educatiostudents are generally not eligible to clagartainbenefits. But

full-time students with dependants and students with disabilities may be eligible in certain
circumstances Similarly, sudents and their familiesnaybe eligible tareceivetax credits

through HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC)

Support may also be available through Educational Trusts. SAAS maiR&gister of
Educatioral Endowment&® containinginformation on Scottish trustéf which they are
aware) Sudentscan only get help from a trusttiiey meet the eligibility conditions of that
trust. The conditions vary from trust to tru¢e.g. where they were born, what school they
went, their age etg and only the trustees can decideaif applicant iligible.

16 http://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/reel.pdf


http://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/ree1.pdf
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3. Cddi A YS &dGdRSy i a

This section provides an overviewfofi-time students supported through the mafnding
scheme. This covers students studying ftilhe at undergraduate level as well as others
studying at postgraduate leveld-or a fuller explanation of who is funded throubkse
scheme please see sectiol.1(Which students receive suppgdrand additional information
in the associated annexes.

Analysis presented includéise number of studentsand the value of support provided for
thosewho either received support or were authorised for loans by SAAS (for payment by
the Student Loans Company, SLRgferences to supported students in this chapter mean
full-time studentsfunded through the undergraduate anagtgraduate schense

31 YSBAYRAY3a

¢ 143,110
supported students

¢ £834.8million
total support
package

¢ £5,830 average
support per student

¢ £506.0million in
loan authorisations

¢ 52,165 students
receivingnon-
repayable awards
¢ £70.1 million

aa Onein-ten are EU
students studying in
Scotland

The number of studerstsupported has increased bys% from
141,000 in 2015-16 to 143,110n 2016-17

The total amount paid ibursaries and grant$ees or authorised in
loans fa 2016-17 sessiorwas 834.8million, an increase d8.6%
from 2015-16 (£805.8million)

The average support per student in 2317 session was £830, an
increase ofL.% since 208-16 when the average wass{720

The total amount authorised in loans was(6.0million in 205-17
at an average of £300 per student (5,290 in 201516)

Thenumber of students receivingon-repayablebursaries and
grantsincreased by}.7%¢ 52,165 receiving £0.1 million suppot in
2016-17 (compared to 4815 and £66.1 million in 201E6)

There werel4,785 Euopean Union EU students supported in 208k
17 which is10.3%(10.4% ir2015-16) of the total number of students
supported by SAAS, and they received a total2d. Emillion in
support which i$3.4% of the total support paid or authorised by
SAAS



3. Fulktime students

Table3.1 summarises the number ddill-time students and amounts paid or authorisey b
SAAS for academic session @1¥, and the change in these numbers betwe2(07-08 and

2015-16 to 2016-17 respectively.

Table3.1: Key trendsof support provided to fulltime students

% changt % changt
2016-17 2015-1¢ 2007-0¢
to 2016-17 to 2016-17*
Total Support
Number of students 143,110 1.5% 16.8%
Amount £834.8 m 3.6% 82.0%
_Average perstudent . £5830 . .....L19% 59.9%
Bursaries and grants
Number of students 52,165 4.7% -10.4%
Total paid £70.1 m 6.0% -33.1%
Average paid per student £1,340 0.8% -25.6%
Fees
Number of students 136,385 1.2% 19.5%
Total paid £259.0 m 2.0% 52.8%
Average paid per student £1,900 0.5% 27.5%
Loans
Number of students 95,425 3.7% 22.1%
Total authorised £506.0 m 4.1% 174.5%
Average loan authorised £5,300 0.2% 124.6%

This is thefourth year of student support following number of changes made in 2013 to

simplify the student support system aart of the Post 1&ducationReform PrograrH.

This meanthat the types and value of support students received changed substantially
from201213. ¢ KA 4 Ay Of dZRSR GKS AYUNRBRdAzOUAZ2Y 2F | &)
of an income assessed noepayable bursary element and loanheltotal amount of

supportprovided in bursaries angrants reduced by a thiraffset by a substantial increase

in authorisations for student loan($1.4% increase)For 2016-17 (as with201516 and

201415 also) the same direction of change has continued though on a much snsaldsc

the number of students receivingdn support has increased by 3/rom92,005 in 2015

1 http://www.gov.scot/topics/education/post16reform
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16to 95,425 in 201617, with the awerage loan amount authoriskincreasing slightlfrom
£5,390to £5,3®. At the same time, there has beerta® increasén the number of
students receiving nonepayable grants and bursaries.

3.2 { dzLJLJ2 NII LANPIRRSHRA (2

Thetotal number of students supportédhas been increasing gradually over the past
decadewhich isin linewith the trends seen in the number of fitiime students in Higher
Education generally.

The number of fultime students increased by 2&from 141,000 in the 201516 academic
sessiorno 143110in 201617 (Figure3.1) receiving some form of support through the
Undergraduate scheme

Figure3.1: Fulltime supported students by award type and year (number of students)
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—a—Total Support —®—Bursaries and grants —#—Fees* Loans

The number of students receiving fe@ghich includes both those having their tuition fees
paid and those receiving tuition fee loartsgs also been increasing graduadlyer the past

'8 Students can be in receipt of any combination of bursaries and grants and/or fees and/or loans
*Higher Education Students and QualifiatsScottish Institutions 20145, Scottish Funding Council, March

2017 pttp://lwww.sfc.ac.uk/publicationsstatistics/statisticajppublications/statisticapublications
2017/SFCST062017.appx
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decade in line with overall supportn 2016-17, 136,385 of supported student$95.3%)
received some form of fees suppofigble A) ¢ a slight decrease from 95.6% in 261G

The number of students receiving noapayable bursaries antving cosigrants, increased
in 201611 (when Independent Students Bursary was introed), then decreased in 2011
12 (when support for travel expenses was subsumed within the student.|d@inge then
there has been decrease each yeafdowever, the number of bursaries and grants
awarded in 201617 has increased By 7%, from 49,815 ithe 201516 academic year to
52,165in 201617. The average bursary and grant awarded hraseased by £18ince
201516, andthis is the first increase in th®tal numbersof bursaries and gran@swarded
since 2016a11.

Figure3.2 illustrates the 16year trend in amounts paid or authorised by S/a&®tal
support, broken down bpursaries andjrants fees and loans

Figure3.2: Fulltime supported students by award type and yeaafhount paid)
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Total support was increasing steadily until 2a111 followed bylittle change in 201412 and
201213. There wasthough, a substantial change in 20413}, with the total anount paid or
authorised by SAA@ cluding tuition fees, bursariegrantsand student loansincreasing by
almost a quarter t&€734.7million (from £584.3 million in 20123). Total support increased
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by 3.6% to £834.fillion in 201617 - in real terms, this is 4.6% increase on the 26116
session (821.9 million in 2018.6 at 2016-17 prices}".

The averageamount ofoverallsupport perstudentwas£5,830 in 2016-17, an increase of
1.9% compared to 216 (£5,720). Other than the significant increase 201314, the
averagge amount of overall support hdeen increasing by aund £110 per year over the
past decade.

The overall increase is the mainexplained by amcrease in the total amount authorised
in student loanswith the total amount increasing from486.3million in 205-16 to £506.0
million in2016-17 (a4.1%increasd. Prior to 201314, the average amouft authorised in
loans hadbeengraduallyincreasingover the past decadthough the changes tthe student
support package in 20184 meant that this increasesharkedlyto £5,020¢ from £3,110 in
201213 (a 61.4% increase).

The total amount of support provided in bursaries and gramtseased bys.0%to £70.1
million in 20B-17 (from £66.1 million in 205-16)*.

The amount paid out on fees (including fee loansyeased to £259.0nillion in 201617
(2.0%increase) at an average 1,900 (which isroughlycomparable to the fultime degree
or equivalent fee ratef £1,820which in turn is inflated by courses attracting higher fee
rates or those receiving fee loans

33 / ANDdzyailyosSa 27F addRSyGa

In line withthe increasing number of supported students overdie humbers of Sctish
domiciled studentgthose whoare assessl asScotlandbeingtheir permanent homéy and
those who areEuropean UnionEU domiciled studentdoth increasedn 2016-17.

PpwsSlrt GGSNYaQ Gz2drfa NB OFfOdzf FGSR o6& FLILX&Ay3d DNRAA
support in cash terms. This provides a measure of government expenditure irlZ(Qdriices. GDP deflators

at market prices, and money GDRINe2017 (Quarterly National Accounts)
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdpleflators-at-marketpricesand-moneygdpjune-2017-
quarterly-nationalaccountsjune-2017. See alsdable A.

' SeeTable A for more detailed analysis.

% see section3.4for further breakdowns on the types of bursaries and grants provided.

2 SeeGlossanof terms(Annex 2 for further information.
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Figure3.3: Fulktime studentstotal support by domicile of student

Scottish Domiciles EU Domiciles Total
Number of students 128,325 14,785 143,110
Total support £806.7 million £28.1 million £834.8 million
Average support per student £6,290 £1,900 £5,830

The number oScottish domiciledstudents now stands &lt28,325 which is89.7% of the
total numberfull-time studentssupported by SAAEigure3.3). These studentseceived
£806.7 million of support, at an average 06290 per student(compared to £6,160 in 2015
16).

In 2016-17, 14,785 EU students received supporEU domiciled stud&s would typically
only beeligible for a fees only support package and arenmmallyentitled to theliving
costloans and bursaries that S¢ish domiciled students can apply fof.here are some
exceptions to thiseviderced in EU studentsceivingon average £1,900f support(the

same asn 2015-16).

331 [ 201 GdzZ VO 2MERA 853 S

The number of students supported by SAAS who are studying in Scotland has been
increasingover the past decadevith 139,040 supported by SAAS in 2817 (increasing
from 137,130 in 205-16) (Table B). The number choosig to study outside Scotland has
increase in 201617 to 4,070(compared to 3,870 in 201%56).

14
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Figure3.4: Fulltime students bcation of study byinstitution type

In Scotland 139,040 (97.2%)

107,805 (75.3%)

30,805 (21.5%)

435 (0.3%)

Outwith Scotland 4,070 (2.8%)

Universities 3,765 (2.6%)
HEREERREENNN Colleges 205 (0.1%)
HEEEEEEEEN other 100(0.1%

Figure3.4 showsthat 97.2% of all supported students study in Scotland, with the vast
majority (75.3% overall supported students) studying at a univernsit$cotland Those
students studying outside Scotland are more likely to studyuatigersity(3,765 receiving
support)rather than a a college?®.

TheWh (i Kafedidy typically covers those studying at private institutions.

332 5SY23IN) LIKAO OKINYOGSNRalGAOa

Thee are more female students being supported by SBASLE students 56.0%) than
male 62960, 44.0%)(Figure3.5). The percentage of female studetigs been increasing
gradually since 20089 when 52.5% of students were fema#nd from 55.6% in 20156.

*Though it could béhat some students who are eligible for support do not seek financial support from SAAS
for some reason, including those studying outside of Scotland.
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Figure3.5: Fulktime students ae by gender

56.0% of supported 44.0% of supported
students are female students are male
Females Males
by age 80,150 by age
62,960
Female Male

B 17 and under M 18to 20 M21to 24 ™ 25andover

Whilst there are more female students being supported by SAAS, theoeapparent age
profile difference withineachgender. For exampl@jst over half of supported students are
aged between 18 and 260(.26 of females and9.9% of males) whilstvera quarter are
aged between 21 ang4.

333 |1 2dzaSK2f R AyO0O2YS

In 201314, a mmber of changes were made to the student support system which included
a simplification of the income assessment part of awartisis meanthat the analysis for
201314 is not directly comparable with that from previous years. For further information
please seéAnnex 1(Changedo student funding policy

Those studergwho did not declare any income, or were not required to deckamg
income made upovertwo-thirds of supported student9g,490) (Figure3.6). Thisggroup of
studentsaccounted for around £99.6 million of the total support provided for all students
(59.8%) at an average of 0 per student Table 4).

For those students where income is not declared/required, a further analysis distinction has
been made based on whether those students were provided bursary suggtrer Young
Students BursarfyY SR or Independents Students BursailsB). As an example, if they

were receiving the maximunevel of bursary support (£1,875 for YSB and #875SB) then

that would indicate the student could be associated with lbeest income group.

Of the 98490 income not declared/required studentslose tonine-in-ten of these are only
eligible to receive the noincome assessedaments of student support 3% students).

16
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Those where no income is recorded but the studsmeceiving the maximum level of
bursarysupportg A G K Y2aid 2F (GK2aS o0SAy3 GK2asS Ay NBC
Bursary make up 10,515tudentscg these could be takein conjunction with the 8995

students from tle lowest income group (up tolB,999) to give 3,510 students (22%)

having low incomes. Similarly further 1580 receivedsome other amounbf main busary

support

It should be noted thathese proxy measureso highlight some apparent anomalies, such
as the group 'receiving noursary' receiving higher average bursary and grant suppart
those receiving less than the maximum bursaityshould be rememberethat the total
support provided to studentsicludesnon-income assessed living cost grants, which are
over and abovehe total bursary amount.

Figure3.6: Fulkime students fousehold income

120,000

receiving
max
bursary
10,515
receiving
less than
max
bursary
1,580

98,490

100,000 -

80,000 -

60,000 -

receiving
no bursary
86,395

Number of Students

40,000

20,000
8,785
2,805

Income not Up to £18,999 £19,000to £24,000 to £34,000 and
declared/required £23,999 £33,999 above

Just undeone third 31.26) of supportedtudents(44,625) supplied information about
their household incomeOf those,26,995 had a householthcome of less than1,000¢
60.5% of all hose who preided income information, or 18% of all supported students.
This cohort of students are entitled up to the maximum amount of support avaitadhel
received on average £4/0.

There were2,8( students (20% of all supported students) who had a declared income of
£34,000 and aboveTable & shows that they received on averag®l1f in bursaries and

grants. Most of thes are made up of those who receive a Disabled Students Allowance
(which is noameans tested) or those who had provided provisional income estimates below
the £34,000 threshold which entitled them to a bursary award. Wherfitted income

17
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evidences provided these paymentwill be identified as overpayments arstibsequently
recovered

334 vdzZl t ATAOLFGAR2Y fS@St 2F O2dz2NBS

Figure3.7 shows that there was amereasein the number of students studying feach

level of qualificationother than those studying below degree lev&he number of students
studying for their first degree has been increasing gradually over the past decade and stood
at 104,045 of allsupported students{2.7%)in 2016-17.

Just below aquarter @8%0 | NB & ddzReAy3a |4 I (34200, KRNI dzy RS NI
includes those studying below degree levEhis is slightincreasecompared t02015-16,

following a decrease previouslyihe number of students studying at a postgraduate level
hasincreasedto 4,960in 2016-17 (3.5% of all supported studentgpmpared to4,155

(2.9%) in 205-16.

Figure3.7: Fulltime students qualification type by year
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Table A in Annex 4shows the level of qualificatiofull-time students are studying fdoy
whether they are ScottisHomiciled or not. Aroundnine-in-ten (89.7%)of all supported
students areScottish domiciled student®f which90,460 were studying at their first degree
level (705% of all Scottish domiciles), whilst over a quarter 126. were at the other
undergraduate level (38330). There were 840 (3.4%) receiving support at postgraduate
level.
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The vast majority of EU domialstudents supported by SAAS (Ph)Pare studying at a first
degree level13,585), whilstthosestudyingon other undergraduate courses are studying
postgraduatequalificaion levels make up 3% (575 students) and 4.2%25students)of all
EU domiciled studentsespectively Postgraduate students who are not teacher training
courses are supported through the Postgraduate Stude®towance Scheme (PSA3)
There wee 625EU nationals benefiting from the PSAS fee loa2016-17 (seeTable A).

34 . dzNEI NAS&a YR DNYyda

In 2016-17 there were52,165full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students in receipt
of nonrepayable bursary and grant support from SAA& /&increase fron2015-16

(49,815; Table B). Thisstopsthe yearon-year reduction in the number of students
receiving bursary and grant suppdhiat started in 201112,

*The scheme was changed in 2ali2 meaning that postgraduate students on selected courses became
eligible for fee loans which they are expected to pay back, rather than tuition fee payments which they may
have received in previous years (and which they would not have been required to pay back).
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Figure3.8: Fulkiime students type of bursaries and grants awarded

Awards made: 52,165 students receiving £70.1 million of support
I Bursary B[ Living Cost Grants [ Other
B £58.2 million (83.1%) = £11.5 million (16.5%) £0.3 million (0.5%)

Bursary
L

Young Students Bursary
£43.4 million (62.0%)

Disabled Students
Allowance

£7.9 million
(11.2%)

sjueds 35073 Sunn

Lone Parents
Grant

£3.2 million
(4.5%)

Independent Students Bursary
£14.8 million (21.1%)

Adhoc Payments []1 ] Dependants Grant
£0.3 million (0.5%) £0.5 million (0.7%)

The total amount of support provided in bursaries and gramtseased by.0% to £0.1
million in 20B-17

Aroundfour fifths (83.1%) of the total amount of bursary and grant support was provided
through the mairbursariesg YSB providingdB.4million of suppot (£1,390 per student on
average), and ISB providing£8million of support (825 on average) The average YSB
paymentand the average ISB payment have binitreasedsince 201516 from £1,250 to

£1,390 and £710 to £825 respectiveljhis increase is largely due to the expansion of the
lower income bands and an increase in the amount paid to students from households in the
lower income band.

Living costs grants accounted fess thamone-fifth (16.5%)of the total amount of support
(E115 million)in 2016-17 (a fall from 171% in 205-16). The biggest living cost grant
support was provided through theigabled Students Allowance (8/million) which
accounted forl1.2% of all bursary and grant support.

Of the52,165 students receivig any bursary or grant supg, the majority of these44.2%)
are receiving either the Young Students Bursary (YS3RP0 or 59.9%) or the
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Independents Students Bursary (ISB),8900r 34.3%). Both of these awards are designed
to support studentsrom householdwith a lowincome

These students may also be entitled to additional living cost grants, such as the Lone Parents
Grant (2650)°° or the Disabled Students Allowance445). Students may also have been
awarded living cost grant support even &re they were not in receipt of the main

bursaries.For example, this may include those who are not entitled to bursary support due

to previous study rules, or those whose income was too high to gain a bursary.

Some students may be eligible for DSA supgdmrt not any other support. In 20167, 55
students were categorised as DSA only. These students are not classed as supported
students as they do not meet the requirements needed to obtain other support.

35 ¢dzA A2y FSSa

The total number of students receiving tuition feepport, including fee loans, increased by
1.2% between 20%-16 (134,760) and 206-17 (136,385) (Table AQ). This guates to 953%
of students receiving some form of fee support in @AY ¢ Figure3.9 shows thatof those
receiving fee suppor5.6% of students received tuitiolees whilst4.4% receive
(repayable)oans.

Figure3.9: Fulktime students kevel of tuition fee support

Percentage of fee rate Other Fees (0.6%
D/f (/.’T?O[Fﬂfl](/."ﬂ ‘_\\ . ( . 0) .
Full Fees (94.3%) — 100% -  100% Such as prtvqte mst:.tut:ons
Normal public fee rates who get a slightly different
o I rate of tuition fee, or
128,640 students receiving £218.4 millionin EE—

medicine students in fifth

fees at an average of £1,700 per student vear of study
Half Fees (0.6%) mmmp  50% - L 50%

E.g. those on work placement e —

815 students receiving £0.7 million in fees at 880 students receiving

an average of £910 per student F E E S < zi.svr';llallgoenolpgge;a;

per student

0% - - 0%
Fee Loans (4.4%) I 6,050 students receiving £37.2 million in fee
Students taking out a Fee Loan to pay their tuition fees loans at an average of £6,150 per student

The total amounts paid in fees or fee loans has increasétl®®g from £254.0millionin
201516to £259.0million in 205B-17. This included &0.9% increase in the amount of fee
loans pravided (£7.2 million).

* Postgraduate students are not entitled to¢h_one Parent&rant.
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Of these receiving any form of fee support in 8ai7, 943> 6 SNB LINR @RS R & T dz
the normal public fee rate to cover the full cost of a codfseThere werel 28,640 students
receiving full fees, around2f8.4 million of support at an average ofL£700 per student.

{ddzRSyda YlI& Fftaz2 oS FoftS (2 awafidéddMosd 2 NI a KI £ F
students who spend part of their year on work placement and only require part of their fee

to be paid. Therevere 815 students receiving half fee support at an average of around

£910 per student.

There was a furtheB80studensg K2 NB OS A @& R NavEiabikcfides thoSeS a
studying at private institutionsaho get a slightly different rate from the publiee rate.
These could be above or below the full fee rate.

The number of students receiving fee loans in@Q¥ was6,050 (a13.9% ircrease from

5,310 in 2018L6). Thismaintainsthe trend of annual increasd$ollowing a slight decrease

in 201415), particularly since thehanges ir2011-12 when students supported from the
Postgraduate StudeatMlowancesScheme (PSAS) became eligible for fee loans (as well as
undergraduate students studying in the rest of UK, who have received fee loans siice 200
07). This would also include UK institutions outside Scotlanithuave fees up to a
maximum of £9,000 per year.

36 [21 V&

In 2016-17, the number of students who were authorised folivang costioan was95,425 ¢
an increase 08.7% compared t®2,005 in 2015-16 (Table A1). The total amount
authorised was 506.0 million, at an average of £500 per student.

Figure3.10: Fulttime students authorised for loan®y level of support

Income Assessed
Loan
45,230 (47.4%) Non-Income
£275.4M Assessed Loan
@ £6,090 50,200 (52.6%)
£230.6M
@ £4,590

“See description of tuition fees and fee ratesAimnex 2
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Figure3.10 shows a summary dhe loans authorised in 2@t17, which isthea (i dzZRSy (1 Q&
originalloanentitlement based on their circumstancéas opposed to the amount finally
authorised which may be lver) wasdetermined to bethe non-income assessed amount of
£4,750.

Justoverhalf (62.6%) of all students authorised for a loan were entitled to the minimum
non-income assessed loan. This was awardesDi@0 students making upZ30.6 million
of loans at an average of £90 per student basedon final amaint authorised).

There were 4230 students authorised foa loan who were entitled to more than the
minimum, receiving Z75.4 million of support at an average 0690 per student(those
who get nonincome assessed loan amount and an additional amount based on their
income)

It should be remembered that thieans authorised by SAASI be different b the final
take-up as recorded by the Student Loans Comp@1LC) In particular students who
withdraw from their studies (but had received a loan prior to this) are alwetgned by
SLGnd the loan transactions for the session show up in the final-takaumbers. SAAS on
the other hand may rescind the entire loan depending lba tlate on which they student
withdraws and show a net amount authorised as zetence student numbers and the
final amount authorised may be lower for SAAS.

Similarly, not all students who are authorised for a loan by SAAS actually end up taking out
the loan with SLCPreviousdata matching exercisehave shown thathose who did take up
the loanwasaround99%
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Figure3.11 shows thenumber offull-time undergraduate and postgraduastudents
receiving support who are algwovidedwith Disabled Students Allowance (DSApport
andthe total amounts paid odf. The number ofull time students receiving DSA support in
2016-17 was4 415 (an ircrease oflL.4% from4,355in 2015-16). This figure does not include
around S5 additionalstudents(an increase of 4.7% from 530 in 2616)who claimed DSA
only and received £21 million in DSAvayments(an increase of 5.2% from £1.15 million in
201516). In 201516, 530 students were classed as DSA only students, receiving £1.1
million pounds in DSpayments As these students are not considered eligible for any
other student support packages, they are not classed as supported students arad do
contribute toother figureswithin this publication.

The amount paid is dependent on tpecificneeds ad circumstances of the student
applying meaning that the amount paid can vary substantially year on yieaaddition,

8 Students receiving support from other schemes are also able to receive DSA support. Asesectigures
do not refer to all DSA support paid by SAAS in 2016
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students applying for DSupport may also, in certain instances, receive equipment or
other assistance directly from the Higher Education Institution they are studyinig at.
2016-17, £785million of support was provided through D8Asupported studentst an
average of around 1,780 per student the same asn 2015-16).

Figure3.11: Fulttime students receivindSA supporby disability type
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Dyslexia has historically been the single largest reason for studergs/ng DSA support.
Overhalf of students (56%)receivedDSA support assiated with their dyslexia (260),
the same as i2015-16. This amounted toE2 million of support in 20&-17, an average of
£1 315 per student(an increase from £1,250 in 2015).

There were 1955 studerts receiving DSA support in 2817 having some form of

disability’® other thandyslexa. These students received 64nillion of support at an
average of £865per student. Table A2in Annex 4provides the detailed analysis showing
the breakdown by specific disability types.

# Information on disability is only captured for those students claiming DSA support from SAAS. The nature
and severity of the disability Is|ased on an assessment of needs by a relegaalified person, and may not

reflect the disability type the student submits as part of their original application. There are many students in
Higher Hucation who may be sufficiently supported through their college or university and therefore, do not
need to claim DSA. There are others who, for a variety of reasons, choose not to disclose their disability.
There may also be students who are not eligible to claim DSA from SAAS but who are being supported through
another funding body and/or their c@ye or university. Therefore, the numberstfidents with disabilities in

Higher Hucationmaybe higher than the number recorded here.
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After dyslexia, those who were considered to have multiple disabilit@8 gdudents
receiving £126 million of support) and thse with a mental health problem %3 students,
£047 million) were the next biggest cohort of students.

Thegroup of students with aisability type which resulted in the highest average amount of
DSA supponivere those who were deafblinffive students receiving £9,505 each on
average) There were85 students with ahearing impairmentreceivingt0.49 million of

support at 5,755per student(decreasel from £5,965in 2015-16). There weré&5 who had
aphysical health problenaverage o£5,006 per student up from £2,950in 201516) and a
further 80 studentswith a visual impairmenteceivirg DSA support (average 8,620 per
student up from £3,000 irR01516). Students can also access direct support from their
institutions in additio to, or instead of DSA.

38 {O20GGAaK LYRSE 2F adzZ GALX S 5SLINAGI

The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) is a widely used measure in evidencing
the extent to which colleges and universities are becoming more inclusive of students from
underrepresented groups in ScotlandSIMD is an overall assessment of deprivation but
within SIMD areas there castill be variation in income and standards of livirigigure3.12
showshow support provided by SAAS to students differs according to the SIMD quantiles
from students resident in the 20% most deprived areas of Scotland through to the 20% least
deprived area¥.

Overall(supporting details iTable A3), there is a marked difference in the number of
students with 1960 (15.3%) coming from the 20%hostdeprived areas through to53250
(27.0%) in the 20% least deprived areas.e Blwerage amount of support per student
though shows the opposite those from deprived areas receive more support on average
(£7,010) than others (down to £580).

% Analysis is based on those students where the provided home address is a valid Scottish postcode. Home
address is tht provided by the student and may not necessarily reflect where there permanent residence is
for example, they may declare their tertime address as being the home address. As such the analysis may
not reflect the actual residence circumstances of shedents.
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3. Fulktime students

Figure3.12: Fulttime students by supportype and SIMD quintile
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Figure3.12 shows that bursary and grant support is directed more towards those from
deprived areasvith 13,450 (259% of all bursary and grant supported students) compared
to 7,770 (14.9%) for those fro the least deprived areas. Despite the differences i
numbers of students supported in ea8tMDquintile, the average bursary and grant

support per student is closeranging from £1,80 to £1400. It should be remembered that
bursary support has anehent of income assessment, and as deprivation is highly
correlated withincomeit would suggest those from deprived areas would be more likely to
receive bursary suppart

The profile of fee supportwhich includes fees to cover free tuition and the o$éee loans
in certain circumstancegljffers from that for bursary and grant supporh particular the
average per student is much lower for those from deprived area§ (@)l compared to
those from the least deprived areas (£20). Thidifference s accounted for in part by the
fact that ahigher proportion of students from the most depriv&iMDareas are studying
on coursabelow degree leveld;5100r 42 6%)compared to those from the least deprived
areas (53550r 15.2%). Courses below degree level attract a lower fee rate (£1,285) as
compared to egree level studies (£1,820). In additiodmp$e from less deprived
communities are alsmore likely to receive fee loanmade available for students studying
elsewhere in the UKd pay part or all of their fees. These fee loanshagher amounts
againand are included in the overall fees figures
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Students who are undertaking an undergraduate level course or a Professional Graduate
Diploma in Education (PGBE)n a parttime or parttime distance learning basis may be
eligible for payment of their tuition fees under the Péirne Fee Grant (PTFG) scheme.

PartG A YS & dzLJLI2NII A& 2yte | @rAflofid YERD »iedzkK\Sika
college or university and studying on a course at a level suitable for PTFG support. For a

fuller explanation of who is funded throughishscheme please see sectidid (Which

students receive supportand additional information in the associated annexes.

References tsupported stalents in this chapter mean patime students funded through
the PTFG scheme.

41 YSe FTAYRAY3IAE

¢ 18,065supported In 2016-17 there were18,065 students receiving support through
students the PTFG schema9.0% increase compared t®,b75 in 2015-16

¢ £14.4million total The total value of the support package wagt&Imillion in 2056-17,
support package at an average of @00 per student£780 in 205-16)

42 { dzLILIR2 NI LINPOGARSR (2 aiddzRSyida

AsTable4.1 shows, the number of students getting PTFG supfirorh SAA$nore than
doubled from 7,535 in 20123 to 14,870 in 201:34. This was due to a change in
arrangements which saw a separate feaiver scheme funded by the Scottish Funding
Council brought together with the patime fee grant from SAASsee the section on PTFG
scheme changes iinnex 1(Changego student funding policyfor more information.

In 2016-17, there were B,065 students provided PTFG suppo®t@@ab increase from 2t
16). The total anount of support provided was £14 shillion, with an average of800 per
student

%! From academic session 2043 SAAB0 longer support partime PGDE courses, unless they are on a 2 year
PGDE course
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4. Parttime students

Table4.1: Parttime students receiving tuition fee support

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17
Number of students 5,055 7,230 7,710 7,535 14,870 15585 16,575 18,065
Amount of support (£ million) 25 3.6 3.4 3.3 10.4 114 12.8 14.4
Average per student (£) 490 490 450 440, 700 730 780 800

Around severn-ten (71.4%)of part-time students spported by SAAS are female2(390)
compared to28.3%male (5115) (Table4.2). There were also a furth&0 students
supported who did nbdisclose their gender.

Whilst there are more female patime students being supported by SAAS, there is little
difference in the age profile variation within each gend@ver three quartersf all part
time students 78.7%) are aged 25 and oveéhough proportionallyfewer males are from
the 25 and ovegroup (B.0%) compared to females (B%)

Table4.2: Parttime students receivinduition fee support by age and gender

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-1# 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Total 5,055 7,230 7,700 7,37 14,870 15,585 16,575 18,065
17 and under 45 10 120 105 100 100 95 110
18 to 20 325 395 745 705 925 875 890 1,120
21 to 24 825 1,020 1,110 1,06 1,980 2,090 2,425 2,625

25andover 3865 5800 5725 5508 11,865 12,520 13,160 14,210

Female 3,725 5,085 5,550 5,35 10,215 10,860 11,710 12,890
17 and under 15 5 70 50 50 45 35 35
18to 20 175 135 310 315 485 500 500 640
21to 24 580 620 765 705 1,310 1,345 1,635 1,755
25 and over 2,955 4,325 4,400 4,28 8,375 8,965 9,515 10,420

Male 1,330 2,140 2,155 2,02 4,570 4,640 4,805 5,115
17 and under 30 * 50 60 50 55 60 75
18 to 20 150 260 435 390 435 370 385 475
21to 24 245 405 345 355 660 730 785 865
25 and over 910 1,475 1,325 1,22 3,425 3,495 3,600 3,735

Missing 85 85 55 60
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SAAS administers the Nursing and Midwifery Student Bursary (NMSB) scheme on behalf of
the Scottish Government Health and Social Care Directorate. This includes students
undertaking courses in preegistration nursing and midwifegading to the award of a
degreeat Higher Educatiotevel For amore detailedexplanation of who is funded through

this scheme please see sectidri (Which students receive suppgrand additional

information in the associated annexes.

Eligibility for support depends on two critergghat the student is studying on an elig

course and that they meet residence requirements. The bursary and grant support is made

up of a nonincome assesseursary(typically£6,578) and additional allowances based on

the circumstancesaf KS & i dzRSy i @ tKSasS AyOf diBwana dzLJLJ2 NJi
or ChildcareAllowane.

References to supported students in this chapter mean those funded through the NMSB
scheme.

51 YSeé FTAYRAYy3a

¢ 8915supported In 2016-17 there were 8915 students receiving support through the
students NMSB scheme, compared 8¥80 in 2015-16

¢ £62.7 million total The total value of the support package w&2& million in 205-17,
support package at an average of £,030 per student (& increase from £6,80 in
201516)

aa 87.9% of support In 201617,87.9%of financial supportvas provided through the
from main bursary  non-income assessed bursary, awardedt®815 supported students
(average of £6 80 per student)

adalesstharone in  Less tharonein ten supported students are mal@ég0) compared to
ten are male 91.9% females§,160): over half of males @b)are aged 25 and ove
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5. Nursingand Midwifery students

~
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There were @15students who received financial support from SAAe 2016-17
academic sessioméble5.1). On average these students received arourid®) each an
increase from £6,90 in 205-16.

Table5.1: Nursing and Midwiferysupport by year

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-lé 2016-17

Total |
Number of students 9,485 9,320 8,755 8,225 8,425 8,780: 8,915
Amount (£ million) 66.9 64.9 61.2 56.6 58.7 61.5§ 62.7
Average per student (£) 7,050 6,970 6,990 6,880 6,970 6,95Q 7,030

Inthe Higher Education Student Support in Scotlafi-16 statistical publicationthere
was a reported,790studentswho hadreceived financial suppofor the 201516 session
These hae been finalised as being 8,780this report. Similarly uither support will be
provided for students who started their slies as part of the January ZDihtake. These
students have receivedround 2.7 million of support

Figure5.1 shows that the vast majority of the financial support provided to students
through the NMSB scheme is through the Aonome assessehain bursaryg the Student
Nursing Bursary (SNBThiss awarded td,915 students making up 8.9% of all financial
support (55.1 million).

% provisional results for 20167: final results will be published within the 2018 report (provisionally
scheduled for Octier 2018).
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Figure5.1: Nursing and Midwifery supporby type of bursaries and grants awarded
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The remainind.2.1% of financiasupport is provided throughdditional allowances and
expenses.

Justover5% of the total support is provided through the Dependents Allow&hesth
1,125students recéving this at an average of 820 per student.

Further support is provided to stients with children. There we@B80students who
received the Single Parents Allowance Patillion of support at an average of £1,2@@r
student) and805 who received the Childcare Allowari¢é£0.9 milion at £1,B0 per
student).

Clinical placement is the part of the course that consists of supervised practice in clinical
areas, for which Placement Expenses can be awardeatiftitionaltravel and reasonable
accommodation costs. In 26417, 2,225 studerts have so fareceived Placement Expersse
(E1.7 million of support at an average o780 per student).First year students also receive
Initial Expenses (3,065 students receiving £60 eagh

% For example, where the student has a spouse or cohabiting partner, dependent children or any younger
brothers or sister for whom they have a legal responsibility and are dependent on the students income.

% Available to students who have chitdr and have expenses for registered or formal childcare.

% A £60 allowance included in the first instalment of the bursary.
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5. Nursingand Midwifery students

Figure5.2: Nursing and Midwifery supporby ageand gender
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Figure5.2 shows that the vast majority of supported studems2015-16 are femaleg 8,160
(91.9%) female compared t@60 (8.5%) male.Comparatively there are momaales are
aged 25 and ovegid20, or55.3% of all males)yhilst females show a more equitable split
across other age groups (wi8.4% being aged 25 and overound 95% of all NMSB
students aged 20 and under are female.

32



Higher Education Student Suppairt Scotland 2016L7

6. 5 A a ONBIUVRRAY ONEBIER R fy R OZf RS

The Discretionary Fungrovides financial support to students if thbgve difficulty entering
Higher EducatiofHE)or financial reasons or have financial difficulties while they study.
This scheme is administered by universities and colleges in Sco8#AlS determines the
initial allocations of funds to the institutions ama turn collates returns from each

institution which evidences how the funds have bagsed. As such, universities and
collegesare responsible for deciding who they make payments to and how much is paid
SAAS provides guidance to universities and colleges to help them in the operation of the
Discretionary Funds scheme.

A separateDiscretionaryChildcare Fund &lsoavailable for students to apply for help
towards the cost of registeredr formalchildcare costslit should be noted though that
Discretionary Funds can also be used for chitef®. In 201112, theDiscretionaryChildcare
Fund forHEstudents studying at colleges was passed to the Scottish Funding Council for
them to distribute and administer the funds for the first tim&his means that SAAIBes

not hold information onsupport for collegestudents only those studying at university

Allanalysigefer to the 205-16 session

61 YSeé FTAYRAYy3a

¢ 13,770 instances There werel3,770 instances of assistance through the Discretione
of Discretionary Fund in 20%-16, providing £133 million of support (average of&Z0
Fund support per instance of support)

¢ 99 instances of The number of instances of assistance through the Childcare Fur
Childcare Fund increased fronB95 in 2014-15 to 990 in 2015-16, providing 8.3
support million of support (averageF365 per instance of support)

% Students can receive help from both the Discretionary Fund an®tberetionaryChildcare Fund in the
same year.Furthermore, astudents can receive help more than once in an academic year from each fund
there may be an element of double counting in the student numbers for each fAscuch, student numbers
are referred to as instances of assistan@de 'Amounts issued by initsttions' figures for the Higher Education
Discretionaryand Discretionary Childcareids are the amounts distributed to students by institutions and
not the total amount allocated by SAAS.
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6. Discretionaryand Discretiorary ChildcareFunds

¢ General living 5A40NBUAZY I NB CdzyR adzJRZ NI 61
expenses £10. f AOAY 3 SELRPGBEsan indreise diR&201456
million (9,860 instancesat an average of £060 each time

6.2 { dzLJLI2 NI LINPQGARSR (02 &aiGdzRSy(a

Figure6.1 shows thatthe instances okupport provided through the iBcretionary Funds
schemehas incrased slightly from 13,460 in 2044 to 13,770 in 20186. This is the first
increase in the instances of support since 2010 he total amount of funds issued to
institutionsremained similar to 204-15. The scheme is administered by institutigneho
take decisions on the specififlocation of funddo students

Figure6.1: Discretionary Fund an@iscretionaryChildcare Fund support
Type Discretionary| Session2006-07 to 2015-16
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In 2015-16, universities and colleges providé®d,770 instances of assistance to students
under the Discretionary Fund@ble6.1). The total value of support was £33nillion, with
an average of /0 per instance of assistancea decrease of 20 per instance of assistance
compared to theE990 average figure in 2@115.

There was furtheP90 instances of assistance for tilscretionaryChildcare Fund forE3
million of support Theaverageaward in 201516 was£3,365: this is the highest average for
this award in the ten year period shown.
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Table6.1: Discretionary Fund an@®iscretionaryChildcare Fund support

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-1€

Discretionary Fund

Instances of assistance 13,995 15,995 16,310 18,230 18,805 17,530 17,510 14,690 13,460 13,770
Amounts issued (£ million) 114 115 12.9 12.4 13.2 14.2 13.9 13.3 13.3 13.3
Average per instance (£) 810 720 790 680 700 810 800 900 990 970

Discretionary Childcare Fund

Instances of assistance 1,545 1,480 1,360 1,315 1,505 840 1,015 865 895 990
Amounts issued (£ million) 3.2 3.3 3.5 3.6 4.2 23 2.6 2.8 2.8 3.3
Average per instance (£) 2,090 2,260 2,540 2,730 2,780 2,790 2,540 3,260 3,150 3,365

Table6.2 outlines how the Discretionary Fund support was used. Most typically it was
LINE A RSR F2NJ &3Sy SNIOR75tmeshhayl aver&ye i foSecach > A dad
instance of assistaeqcompared to £980 in 2@115).

Although there is a separat@iscretionaryChildcare Fund, the Discretionary Funds can also
be used for childcare purposesn 2015-16 there were 600instances of assistancesXE
million at average of £130).

Table6.2: Discretionary Fund support by type of support

Amounts

Instances o : Average pe
assistance |§§ued assistance (£

(£ million)
O e 13,770 ... 133 970
Support to students 13,770 13.3 970
General living expenses 10,275 10.9 1,060
Travel 955 0.5 540
Childcare 600 0.7 1,130
Bursary / Scholarship 135 0.2 1,340
Short-term loans not repaid in the academic year 120 0.0 230
Disability diagnosis costs 1,750 0.5 290
Equipment 1,800 0.4 240
Administration of scheme ~ 0.1 ~

Around £0.1 million was also spent by the institutions on the administration of the scheme,
such as on advertisirand publicity.
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Annex 2 Glossary

Annex 1. (Changesto student funding policy

This section provides an overviewabfanges taindergraduatestudent fundingpolicy over
recent yearsprovidinggreater detail in support of thpolicy overview in chapte2.

Keyfunding changes recent years

Over the period covered in this publication several changes to the student support package
availabbe from SAA®ave been made

The 201314 sessiorsawsubstantial changes made to simplify the student support system
aspart of the Post 1&ducatiorReform Prograifi. This meant that the types and value of
support students received chged substantialljrom 201213.

Diagram A provides an overiew of how student funding support has changed owsrent
years. This included the introduction of tuition fee loans fostgradude students in 2012
13. In 201415, the maximum funding package increased to fi08irectlythrough an
increase of £250 to the maximum value of loan availableere was a further £125
additional bursary payment provided eligible students ir201516 (see next section).

Diagram A: Timeline of changes to student funding support

Household income threshold
Only asingle rate of student for receiving the maximum
® loan. No home/elsewhere bursary raised from up to

Bursary increase of £125 for
£16,999to up to £18,999
rate any mc?re YSB and ISB recipients with P
Non income-assessed loan

household income under

increased to £4,500 Maximum funding package Loan age cap increased to

’ L increased to Egyf]_r,og ¢ £24,000 °® allow students under the age

® SOSB replaced by ISB and YSB of 60 to apply

<
2013- . 2014- 2015- 2016- 2017-
Fixed amounts of bursary
® introduced. No longer Income assessment changed. Additional Postgraduate
calculated on a £ by £ basis Removal of parental ® Diplomas added to the
[ J contribution element and existing prescribed
Maximum funding package fixed income thresholds postgraduate course list
increased to £7,250 introduced

One of the main changdsought in for 201314 was a simplification of the income
assessment element, with fixed income threshdfdstroduced with a set amount of
support within each band (rather than a sliding scale proportionate to the actual income

%" http://www.gov.scot/topics/education/post16reform

38 Below £19,000, between £39,000 and £23,999, between £24,000 and £33,999, and £34,000 and above
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value). The threshold®f the income bandsvere adjusted in 201487, with the lowest
income bandexpanding from £&16,999 to £6£18,999. This impacted on the second
lowest income band, with the band moving from £17,XB,999 to £19,00&€23,999.

The amaints awarded in bursaries were also changed in 2016 The amount awarded for

0KS ,2dzy3 {GdzRSYyGaQ . dzZNEIFINE o, {.0 (G2 I LILX AO!I
£1,750 to £1,875 and for applicants in the second lowest income band the amount awarded
OKIyaSR FTNRBY mMmInann (2 MMIMHp® C2N) 6KS LYyRSL
awarded as a bursary was increased from £750 to £8[@&.implications for support type is

provided in the following sections.
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Diagram A&: Summary of types of support available by year
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